IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please amend Claims 1, 10, 18, 27, 35 and 44, as shown below. 
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(Currently AmendeHj" 
document data, comprising: 

storing means for storing the document data; 

a receiver, for receiving from a user a re^u^st for retrieval of the document 
data, with the request including a password; 

a transmitter, for transmitjifig the password, received by said receiver, to a 
managing unit on a network; 

deciding mean^for, when said managing unit confirms the password 
transmitted by said transmitter, receiving a confirmation result from said managing unit to 
decide, on the basis/of said confirmation result, whether or not the user is an authorized 
user; 

retrieving means for retrieving the document data stored in said storing 
means according to a decision result obtained by said deciding means; 

outputting means for outputting document data retrieved by said retrieving 
mean£; \ 



issuing means for automat: 



cally issuing a new password in response to 



rejeivingjr ^ i ^er^req^ of the document data in connection with th e 

re<x p tion by said receiver; and 
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t — recisterinp means f o r tr frn smitting the new password, issued by said jssuin^ 
means, to said managing unit to register the new password as a valid password. 

2. (Original) An apparatus according to clajj*rt , wherein said receiver 
includes a local receiver for receiving a request from the^er, if a local user, and a remote 
receiver for receiving a request sent from the usej/fi a remote user, through a network. 

3. (Original) An ^paratus according to claim 2, further comprising a 
control panel for performing a predetermined display in response to a key operation by the 
user, wherein said local receiver receives a retrieval request and a password inputted from 
said control panel. 

4. / (Original) An apparatus according to claim 2, further comprising a 
reader, for reading an original to produce image information, wherein said local receiver 
receives a repeval request and a password extracted from the image information taken by 
said reader 



5. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said remote 
receiver receives a retrieval request and a password sent from a terminal through a 
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^6r- (Original) An appa iaiQtj according, to cl nim ?. t wh r m iiL&aid remote 

receiver a retrieval request and a password extracted from image information sent from a^ 
terminal through a network. 



7. (Original) An apparatus according to^dlaim 2, further comprising a 
facsimile receiver for receiving a facsimile image, whprein said remote receiver receives a 
document da retrieval request and a password extracted from an image which said 
facsimile receiver receives. 

8. (Original) Aif apparatus according to claim 2, wherein said 
outputting means outputs document data in a different manner in accordance with whether 
said receiver behaves as said local receiver or said remote receiver. 

9. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 8, further comprising a 
facsimile transmitter for conducting a facsimile transmission to a predetermined address, 
wherein said outputting means, when a retrieval request is receive through a facsimile 
reception, transmits document data retrieved by said retrieving means in the form of a 
facsimile image to ajretrieval requesting facsimile unit through the use of said facsimile 
transmitter. 



1 0. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for conducting a retrie/al of 
document data, comprising: 

storing meafis for storing the document dataf 



f 



^ -a^rfir.^vpr fnr r r r ri vine o rnqurnt for n rnt ri nv nl of t h n i lm i nn n t i l. i lir 
including a password, from a user; 

confirming means for confirming authorization of the u^m^through the use 
of the password which said receiver receives; 

retrieving means for retrieving the document data stored in said storing 
means on the basis of a confirmation result by sajjixonfirming means; 

outputting means for outputt^lg document data retrieved by said retrieving 

means; 

issuing means for issuing a new password automatically in response to a 
receiving operation of said receiving means; and 

notifying nraans for notifying the user of the new password issued by said 
issuing means in a mo/e corresponding to a mode taken for when said receiver receives 
said retrieval request. 



f\ 1 . (Original) An apparatus according to claim 10, wherein said 
receiver includes a local receiver for receiving a request from the user, if a local user, and a 
remote receiver for receiving a request sent from the user, if a remote user, through a 
network, and, for notification, said notifying means conducts a display on a control panel 
when said local receiver receives the request. 



12. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said local 
received repei^es a retrieval request and a password inpuTlrom said control panel. 
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f£ { Original ) Ail a'uuaiattta^GCordi iig^to 1 1 , further comp rising a 
reader, for reading an original to produce image information, with said local receivej 
receiving a retrieval request and a password extracted from the image information 
produced by said reader. 



14. (Original) An apparatus^dcording to claim 11, wherein said 
notifying means makes a notification thrqp$i a network when said remote receiver receives 
the request. 

15. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 14, wherein said remote 
receiver receives a retrieval request and a password sent from a terminal through a 
network. 

16. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 14, wherein said remote 
receiver receives a retrieval request and a password extracted from image information sent 
from a terminal through a network. 



17. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 14, further comprising a 
facsimile receiver for receiving a facsimile image, with said remote receiver receiving a 

)cument data retrieval request ar^d a password extracted from an image received through 
s^aTacskjailgreceiver. 
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1£ - f^ - "»1y AmniH^) ft prn^^ina rr|fl flinH nf conducting a. 

retrieval of document data, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a document data retrieval request, including^fJassword, from a 

user; 

transmitting the password to a managing^unit on a network; 

receiving from the managing unifa confirmation result relating to validity of 
the transmitted password to decide, on th^oasis of said result, whether or not the user is an 
authorized user; 

retrieving the stop^d document data on the basis of a result of the decision; 
outputting a result of the retrieval; 
issuing asfew password automatically , in response to receiving from a user a 
request for retrieval o/ the document data the r eception of said p assword in said rec e iving 
step; and 

tj&nsmitting the new password to the managing unit to register the new 
password as yvalid password. 



19. (Original) A processing method according to claim 18, wherein the 
receptioA of said password in said reception step includes local reception for receiving a 
requesy from the user, if a local user, and remote reception for receiving a request from the 
user, ifaremote usevthro^ig^^a^r^£twork. 
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r 20. (Onginal) A processing method according to claim 19, wherein, in 
said local reception, a retrieval request and the password, inputted through a contrpl'fJariel, 
are received. 



2 1 . (Original) A processing method according to claim 1 9, further 
comprising the step of reading an original to produee image information, with said local 
reception being conducted to receive a retrieydl request and a password extracted from the 
image information. 
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22. (Original A processing method according to claim 19, wherein 
said remote reception is conducted to receive a retrieval request and a password sent from a 
terminal through a network. 

23/ (Original) A processing method according to 1 9, wherein said 
remote reception is made to receive a retrieval request and a password extracted from 
image information sent from a terminal through a network. 



24. (Original) A processing method according to claim 19, further 
comprising the step of receiving a facsimile image through a facsimile receiver, with said 
remote reception being conducted to receive a document data retrieval request and a 



passwordextrScted from the received facslrnite4mage*. 
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25^(Original) A processing method according to claim 19, wherein 
said retrieval result is outputted in a different manner in accordance with whether said 
password is received by way of said local reception or said remote reception, 

26. (Original) A processing method accordipg^ to claim 19, further 
comprising the steps of performing a facsimile transmisskfn to a predetermined address 
through the use of a facsimile transmitter, and, wlpa retrieval request is received by 
facsimile reception, transmitting a retrieval result in the form of a facsimile image to a 
retrieval requesting facsimile unit through the use of the facsimile transmitter. 

27. (Currently Amended) A processing method of conducting a 
retrieval of document data/comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request for a retrieval of the document data, including a 
password, from a user; 

confirming that the user is authorized, on the basis of the received 
password; / 

/ retrieving the document data, stored, on the basis of a result of the 
confirmation; 

/ outputting a result of the retrieval; 
/ issuing a new password automatically in response to a receiving operation 
of the retrieval request; and 

/ notifying the user of the new password in a mode corresponding to a mode 

taken aflhe reception of saiJr&trie^al request. 



^587 (Original) A proc es si ng m o thod acoording to claim 27, wheiein Hie 
reception of said retrieval request includes local reception for receiving a request : 
user, if a local user, and remote reception for receiving a request from ttie^user, if a remote 
user, through a network, and the notification of the password i^rfiade by displaying the 
password on a control panel when the request takes plapeby said local reception. 



29. (Original) A preceding method according to claim 28, wherein 
said local reception is conducted to rp<5eive a retrieval request and a password inputted 
through the control panel. 

30. (Original) A processing method according to claim 28, further 
comprising the step of reading an original to produce image information, with said local 
reception being conducted to receive a retrieval request and a password extracted from the 
image information. 

3 1 . (Original) A processing method according to claim 28, wherein the 
notification of the password is effected through a network when the request takes place by 
said remote reception. 



32. (Original) A processing method according to claim 3 1 , wherein 
safd remote reception is conductecj/to receive a retrieval request and a password sent from a 
terminal fhrffligh am 
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33. |i inmnai f a prrt ronnjn b mntVinH nrrnrHina f 0 fi lai m 31. wherein 

said remote reception is conducted to receive a retrieval request and a password extract 
from image information sent from a terminal through a network. 



34. (Original) A processing method according to claim 3 1 , further 
comprising the step of receiving a facsimile imagp$ / with said remote reception being 
conducted to receive a document data retrieval request and a password extracted from the 
received facsimile image. 



35. (Currently Amended) A record medium storing a computer 
program to be run by a computer of a processing unit for retrieving document data, said 
computer program comprising the steps of 

receiving a request for a retrieval of the document data, including a 
password, fr/m a user; 

transmitting the received password to a managing unit on a network; 
receiving from the managing unit a confirmation result of validity of the 
transmitted password to decide,_on the basis of the confirmation result, whether or not the 
u/er is an authorized user; 

retrieving the document data, stored, on the basis of a result of the decision; 
outputting a result of the retrieval; 

issuing a new password automatically, in response to receiving from a user a 
request for retrieval of i6e document data to th e r e c e ption of th e p asswo r d in said receiving 




step; an 
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trmTsTTirttm g4he new password to the managing unit to register tho now 
password as a valid password. 



36. (Original) A record medium accpimng to claim 35, wherein the 
reception of the password in said receiving step includes local reception for receiving a 
request from the user, if a local user, and remote reception for receiving a request from the 
user, if a remote user, through a network. 

37. (Orijginal) A record medium according to claim 36, wherein said 
local reception is conducted to receive a retrieval request and a password inputted through 
a control panel. 

38. (Original) A record medium according to claim 36, wherein said 
computer program further comprises the step of reading an original to produce image 

7 information, with said local reception being conducted to receive a retrieval request and a 
password extracted from the image information. 



39. (Original) A record medium according to claim 36, wherein said 
remote reception is conducted to,/eceive a retrieval request and a password sent from a 
terminal through a : 
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^AQ: (Original) A record medi um according to claim 36, wherein said 

remote reception is conducted to receive a retrieval request and a password extracted 
image information sent from a terminal through a network. 



fror 



41 . (Original) A record medium acpefrding to claim 36, wherein said 
computer program further comprises the step otreceiving a facsimile image through a 
facsimile receiver, with said remote reception being conducted to receive a document data 
retrieval request and a password extracted from an image obtained through facsimile 
transmission. 

42. / [Original) A record medium according to claim 36, wherein said 
retrieval result is/utputted in a different manner in accordance with whether said password 

^ is received byway of said local reception or said remote reception. 
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43. (Original) A record medium according to claim 36, wherein said 
computer program further comprises the steps of conducting facsimile transmission to a 
predetermined address through the use of a facsimile transmitter, and, when a retrieval 
request is received by a facsimile reception, transmitting said retrieval result in the form of 
a facsimile image t<)/i request requesting facsimile unit through the use of said facsimile 
transmi 
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44: ( Cuneiilly Amended) A record medium - storing a compute d- 



program to be run by a computer of a processing unit for retrieving documenj^fa^said 
computer program comprising the steps of 

receiving a request for a retrieval of the d^jstiment data, including a 
password, from a user; 

confirming that the user is aj-rfhorized, on the basis of the received 

password; 

retrieving the dojrtlment data, stored, on the basis of a result of the 

confirmation; 

outputtntfg a result of the retrieval; 
issmng a new password automatically in response to receiving of the 
retrieval request and 

notifying the user of the new password in a mode corresponding to a mode 
taken at t)(e reception of the retrieval request. 

45. (Original) A record medium according to claim 44, wherein the 
reception of the retrieval request includes local reception for receiving a request from the 
user, if a local user, and remote reception for receiving a request from the user, if a remote 
iser, through a network, with the notification of the new password being made by 
[displaying the new password on a control panel when the request is made through local 
reception. — *^ 



- 14- 



46. (Original) A record Medium according to claim 45, wherckfsaid 
local reception is conducted to receive a retrieval request and a passworcj^fiput through a 
control panel. 



47. (Original) A record medium^ccording to claim 45, wherein said 
computer program further comprises the step of reading an original to produce image 
information, with said local reception ben*g conducted to receive a retrieval request and a 
password extracted from the image information. 



48. (Original) A record medium according to claim 45, wherein the 
notification of the new password is made through a network when the request is made by 
said remote reception. 

49/ (Original) A record medium according to claim 48, wherein said 
remote reception is conducted to receive a retrieval request and a password sent from a 
terminal through a network. 

50. (Original) A record medium according to claim 48, wherein said 
remote ribception is conducted to receive a retrieval request and a password extracted fpm 
image information sent from a terminal through a network. 



computer 



5 1 . ( Original) A record medium according to claim 48, wherein ^aid 
ram further comprises receiving a facsir?rrte4ma ge, with sakj jefltote 

- 15- 




r 



- 16- 



